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Som datta Samb has an 
interesting take on Volvo. He 
believes that this is a brand that 
appeals to a more educated, self-
made professional who prefer 
subtlety over show. at 42, this civil 
engineer who is the director of 
dhananjay buildcon Pvt Ltd  fits 
in squarely in his own defined 
demographic and psychographic 
profile of a Volvo owner.  actually 
he bought a Volvo  thanks to the 
pro-active role played by the 
dealer in Pune. mr.Samb had 
nearly made up his mind about 
buying a rival German brand when 
the dealer sent him a XC60 for a 
test drive. the car was delivered 
to him on 19th march 2011 and 
he has already clocked 50,738km 
on the odometer.  His work takes 
him all over the Konkan region in 
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Somdatta Samb on why his 2.4-liter XC60 stands out of 
the crowd. and it’s not just the car’s killer looks.

loves the XC60’s ride. It is perfect, 
neither too hard like the bavarians 
nor too soft like the cars from 
Stuttgart. and this he believes 
comes from Volvo’s heavy 
engineering expertise.

this is a man who loves to 
drive. and specially on long road 
trips it is he who is behind the 
XC60’s wheel rather than the 
driver. He finds the automatic 
gearbox on the Volvo quick and 
responsive. and when he is not at 

the driver’s seat, he finds the rear 
seat fantastically comfortable and 
the cabin a perfect office to whip 
out his laptop and get work done. 
and this big SUV is economical to 
run too, sipping a liter of diesel 
for every 18kms of the highway. 
the only issue he faced with the 
XC60 was having to change his 
Continentals  after 30,000 km. but 
he concedes that it might be more 
an issue with the rubbers than the 
car. He has since replaced them 

with bridgestone and has had no 
issue since. 

Finally, mr.Samb loves the XC60s 
looks. the Scandanavian design of 
the Volvo is an eye magnet on the 
road. and he often gets stopped 
by people wanting to take pictures 
of the car. about 200 so far, he 
guesses has his car’s pictures on 
their phones.

Somdatta Samb, engineer, 
car lover and a Volvo brand 
ambassador. 

maharashtra  and he finds the car 
fits all his requirements perfectly. 
First of all he appreciates Volvo’s 
obsession with safety, though 
thankfully he has never ever had 
to test any of Volvo’s claims to this 
effect.  the car’s cabin ergonomics 
too meet his approval. Unlike 
others, it’s not a complicated 
dashboard layout with a confusing 
array of switches and buttons; but 
simple and elegant. the audio 
system’s excellent sound quality 
gets a special mention from 
him.  the XC60 is a big hit with 
the kids in the family. and the 
reason is the car’s huge sunroof.  
What Somdatta Samb loves the 
most though is the confidence 
the car’s handling inspires when 
he has his foot weighing heavily 
on the accelerator pedal. and he 

‘�He�believes�that�
Volvos�appeal�to�
more�educated,�
self-made�
professionals�
who�prefer�
subtlety�over�
show.’


