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ROAD TEST

Clocks could do with a serious redesign,
but are easy to read nonetheless

Button start for the 560 is not backlit,
and it's not keyless either

Rear kneeroom not as good as that in
the C. Individual TV screens for the rear
are optional extras

The interiors are similar on the D3 as the previous S60. Surprisingly, there's
decent equipment on board as well. Quality and ergonomics are good too

Engine displaces 1984cc and makes
Stowage spaces: Glovehox is large and there's storage under the armrest too  163bhp. It's still quite gutsy though
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logic, display quality and quality
of content on the C-class too.
The S60’s unit is just not as well
sorted or segregated.
Spacewise, it's quite even here,
though. Both cars offer decent
space at the front, while at the
rear, each score in different ar-
eas. The Volvo has more shoul-
der room, the Mercedes, more
usable kneeroom. Additionally,
the C-class has a bigger boot.

MEASUREMENTS in mi tres
Wheel track F/R 1578/1575

Width 1899

Shoulder room 1370

The two are also close when it
comes to seating comfort. The
seats all round on both cars are
large and supportive and the in-
gress/ egress height on the S60
and the C-class are pretty similar
too. But, as has been the case so
far, the Mercedes again nudges
ahead slightly. The rear seats on
the C are larger and offer better
thigh support making it better if
you want to be driven around.
560

Tyres 235/40 R18 Continental
Spare wheel No spare

680

2776 Length 4628

*Rear knee room with standard Im driver’s leg room.

The drive

And ifyou like driving, well, both
offer good doses of fun. First,
the C-class. It is RWD against
the Volvo’s FWD layout, which
means around a bend, the turn
in is sharper, and if you are
brave, you can indulge in a bit
of oversteer as well. The C-class
also feels more chuck-able and
lighter on its feet.

MEASUREMENTS inr tre
Wheel track F/R 1541/1544

Width 1770

Shoulder room 1345

The Volvo on the contrary feels
heavier, but it also feels more
planted, especially around long
fast corners. The grip levels are
higher too on the S60 and its
steering feels more alive. It also
powers out of corners quite well
for a FWD car. So, fun to drive,
the S60 certainly is, but unlike
the C, which is quite happy to
take on quick direction changes,
the S60 feels lazier and when in

~ c220¢DI

Tyres 225/45 R17 Michelin Primacy HP
Spare wheel Full size

447

Length 4596

“Rear knee room with standard 1m driver's leg room.

(Left to right) The C-class might sit on a smaller wheelbase, but the 1m kneeroom on offer is more. Otherwise, both cars a very similar in interior measurements

© Auto Bild India

Page 6/8

www.autobild.in


http://myimpact.impactmeasurement.co.in/index.php?id=ebfc5f81ce101be45f4b729f02c79973
http://myimpact.impactmeasurement.co.in/index.php?id=ebfc5f81ce101be45f4b729f02c79973
http://www.autobild.in

Impact

warw. impactimeasureament.ao.in

Burson-Marsteller

Date : 01-Apr-2012  Edition: National = Page No.: 50 Page Name: n.a.  Size: 514.09 sq. cm

Sector: Automotive  Circulation: 50000 AVE: INR 1556016.76  Frequency: Fortnightly

News monitored for: Volvo Auto India

Mercedes (-class

interiors as shown here get

Driver informa- |
tion system is
integrated in the
clocks and is more
comprehensive.
Electric adjust for
steering as seen
on Avantgarde

the Classic interiors are rich looking and very well finished

finish, but otherwise even

The engine is a 2143cc, four-cylinder
common rail diesel unit that makes
170bhp and 400Nm of peak torque

pushed hard, but it also gives
the driver a heightened sense
of control.

It's also the more efficient of
the two. Itmight not give 18.5kmpl
as certified by ARAI in the normal
world, but at close to 12kmpl
overall, it isn’t bad at all. The
S60 is both more efficient in the
city as well as on the highway
compared to the C 220 CDI and
this again has to do with the
difference in the gearboxes for
| some part.

What we also liked about the
S60 was its ride quality. It rides
well both at slow speed and high
and with well suppressed noise
as well as vibration levels over
broken surfaces itis notvery tiring
to drive. The C-class rides well
too, but compared to the Volvo, it
has an underlying stiffness to it.
But it must be said, the Mercedes
too has a very well insulated cabin
and long distance driving is a

C-class looks young-
er from the rear and
the LED lamps are a
smart touch. It also
gets a fire extin-
guisher (left). Not
that there's ever
been a need for it
in the past

i/,

Rear seats offer better thigh sup-
port and easy ingress as well

Volvo's hoot is smaller on paper but in
terms of usability, it does come close to

the Mercedes' larger hoot

A e /
\ ST R

doubt, it almost always tends to
understeer - safe, but definitely
less exciting.

As faras engines go, the Mer-
cedes displaces higher capacity
and makes slightly more power on
paperas well. The torque outputs
though are the same for both.
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On the road, however, the S60
has the advantage initially. With
its 2-litre, 5-cylinder engine and
163bhp it actually manages to
outrun the 170bhp, 2.2-litre C 220
CDI in the run up to 100kmph.
The difference isn’t too telling
though with the Volvo taking
about 0.4s less. But then on, the
C-class clearly begins showing off
its power advantage and by the
time they hit 150kmph, the C 220
actually nudges ahead. But again,
the difference is quite small.
The difference in driveabil-
ity isn’t much either, but in all
the three kickdown tests, the
S60 emerged quicker. One of
the main reasons for this is its
6-speed automatic ‘box against
the 5- speed unit on the Merc.
The Volvo’s is also better to use,
particularly in manual mode. One
can make full throttle up and
down shifts on the S60, whic
on the Mercedes are i

breeze in the C-class.

and are dictated more by throttle
inputs. As a result, the S60 is
not only more fun to drive when

Made of All ini All
Capacity 2143cc 1984cc
Cylinders 4 cyl, inline 5 cyl, inline
Installation Longitudinal Longitudinal
Valvetrain 4 valves/cyl, DOHC 4 valves/cyl, DOHC
Bore X stroke 88.0mmx88.3mm 81.0mmx77.0mm
Max power 170bhp@3700rpm 163bhp@3500rpm
Max torque 400Nm@2000rpm 400Nm@1750rpm
Max engine speed 4750rpm 5000rpm
Specific output 79bhp/litre 82bhp/litre
P-t-W 105bhp/tonne 97bhp/tonne
Gearbox 5-speed i 6-speed
Driven wheels RWD FWD
Fuel efficiency (ARAI) 17.0kmpl 18.3kmpl
il D MERCEDES OLVO
Acceleration
1) | %) 33s 3.55
0-80kmph 6.2 6.1
0 p 9.3s 8.85
0-120kmph 1295 12.85
215kmph 210kmph
5.25 49s
74s 6.75
7.0s 6.55
80-Okmph W 2a5m 23.5m
100-Okmph 39.6m 36.4m
In cabin noise
At 50kmph 59db 61db
possible [At p [ 65db 65db
At 130kmph | 69db 68db
Co2 227g/km 223g/km
Fuel efficiency E 11.6kmpl 11.8kmpl
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MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS VS VOLVO S60

SCORECARD
LUST FACTOR This is about taste and does not affect our final points rating The AuTo B“'nk
Between the Volvo and the Mer- 2’::‘:;;!5’:52:33&:’0;5 sl
§ g ;?(:su's‘:e:etgﬁ T;:;‘E;&:?o?;t 8 over 500 points, with 100 points for each
= b 5 section. Also, each section focuses on a
CATEGORY The Mercedes is just more fun to single aspect for easier understanding
5 drive than the Volvo. Being rear-
Design Ak *KAX | \wheel-drive helps of course, but The Mercedes is slightly more spacious,
Character dokk okokk its light steering and slightly bet- | |FrontSpace 15 19 |9 | butnot enough for it to reflect in the
Handling dkkk  hokk ter visibility, also makes it easier | |Rear space 15 [9 |9 | points. At the rear, it offers more us-
Wellness Fekk Hedok to drive around in congested city Feeling of space/ambience 10 |7 |8 able kneeroom, while the S60 has
Image Kh Ak preverey traffic. Then of course, the C-class Boot space/flexibility 15 |12 |12 | more shoulder room. But, because of
has a higher wellness coefficient, Visibility 5 |4 |4 the cabin's design, the C does feel more
To die for #%## %, Enticing =###+, Likeable +a -+, ~ COUTtesy plusher looking interiors. Feel of quality 15 |13 |13 | spacious of the two. Usable boot space
Could be better #- « «, Boring * Wish it had more equi Payload 5 EEE is quite similar as well even though on
Safety 20 (11 |8 paper, the C's boot is much larger. The
glals MERCEDES OLVO = 100 T68 66| 560 also scores higher for safey.
Chassis Monocoque Monocoque
No of seats 5 DR = ?
Suspension F/R Multi link with gas McPherson struts with Acceleration 15 [10 |10 1255:“;;f:ig:&;g{‘igr;e_woﬁg: ra
charged dampers front | anti rgll bar/_ coil springs| |Top speed 5 (4 |4 | smaller, 5-cylinder diesel, the other a
and rear with anti roll bar iveabili 10 [10 [10 | farger, more powerful, 4-cylinder unit
Brakes F/R Ventilated discs/discs | Ventilated discs/discs | | Engine characteristics 5 |4 |4 | -butinthereal world the difference in
Wheels 7.0x16in 7.0)x17in Gearbox 10 |7 |7 e isn't stark at all. Yes, the
Steering Rack & pinion Rack & pinion Fuel efficiency 40 |22 [21 | Volvo is quicker initially, but then the
with power assist with power assist Range 5 |4 |4 | Cclass has a higher top speed and a
Turning circle dia 10.8m 11.9m Envi 10 [5 |5 | festerO-150kmph time. But ike wesaid
Fuel Diesel Diccal Tesults 10066 |65 | the difference isn't much at all.
Tank capacity 66 litres 67 litres OMEOR -
Boot space 475 litres 380 litres Aioe Qalty 012 120 | et ;::IT::[‘: d?';&‘;lfftv‘gf o
Kerb weight 1,610kg 1,680kg Front seats/ingress 10 [9 [9 | siow speed and high, and more
Rear seat/ingress 10 |7 |7 | comfort and convenience features
L MERCEDES imde Driving noise 10 [8 |8 | outscores the Mercedes. In all other
Model € 220 CDI Classic S60 D3 summum Handling 15 |13 |13 | aspects be it seating comfort or easy
Airbags 2 6 Comfort 15 |13 |10 | ingress/egress or even in-cabin noise,
ABS/ESP Yes/ Yes Yes/ Yes Operability 10 |8 |9 | thetwoarealmost at par. The Cclass
AC/climate control| 2-zone climate control | 2-zone climate control vesults (100 |81 |77 | does have better operability however.
Power All four doors All four doors - e
|EDEMES player s L Steering response 15 [13 [13 | ingcircle and better visiilty, not to
Sun roof No Yes Directional stability 15 |13 [13 | mention lighter controls is the easier
Xenon lamps No Yes ility 20 [14 [16 | ofthetwoto around town,
Warranty 2 years/ unlimited km | 2 years/ unlimited km | |Braking 25 |23 |21 | and park as well. And that's the only
PR R Grip 10 |8 |8 advantage it has over the Volvo when
Turning circle B (o0 B |t ;0"‘:5 tg %V“:"f"fi“- for gnder eve;;y
ermedi Tga | Other head the difference between the
FINAL PLA}ING = . SoniE “30, LA two cars isn't significant at all.
330 POINTS
Volvo $60 D3 Summum = The S60 D3 Summum and the € 220 CDI
If you are looking for an ef- [PICe 60 |6 |6 | Classicare priced very close. However,
ficient, good to drive, well Resale 20 |13 |15 | there's also the 560 Kinetic, which is
equipped value-for-money buy, the | Warranty 20 |14 |14 ] cheaper, but remains better equipped
560 D3 is the one to go for. Intermediate results 10033 |35 tpan the C. c0n5|denng the two ver-
OTA 00 sions here, the C certainly has better
0 0 resale and the reason it scores two ad-
d

BEST DRIVER'S CAR 157/200 points

"Best driver's car' and 'most comfortable car' placings are specific to this test only

327 POINTS
Mercedes C 220 CDI Classic
Easier to drive, rich looking and
feeling interiors and decently
potent, the C-class loses out on equip-
ment and some bit of comfort.

Ver

dict

ditional points under this head.

Vikrant Singh

M As our Scorecard shows, the S60 D3 is the more

sensihle buy compared to the entry level C 220
CDL. The Volvo has more comfort and safety equip-

ment, rides better and drives better for most part
too. But, what’s truly exceptional is the amount of
equipment the D3 comes with at this price, making
it the better value proposition.
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